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PROTOCOL TO THE IMPLEMENTING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE RUSSIAN SPACE AGENCY OF 
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION ON HUMAN SPACE FLIGHT COOPERATION 

OF OCTOBER 5, 1992 
TIAS 12522 

Signed and proclaimed at Moscow 
16 December 1993 

PREAMBLE 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (hereafter referred to as “NASA”), 
and the Russian Space Agency (hereafter referred to as “RSA”), jointly referred to as “the 
Parties;” 

Consistent with the Joint Statement on Cooperation in Space issued by Vice President 
Gore and Prime Minister Chernomyrdin on September 2, 1993; desiring to broaden the 
scope of the Implementing Agreement of October 5, 1992, on Human Space Flight 
Cooperation (hereinafter the October 5, 1992 Agreement) to encompass an expanded 
program of activities for cooperation involving the Russian Mir-1 Space Station and the 
U.S. Space Shuttle Program; 

Having decided that the enhanced cooperative program will consist of a number of inter-
related projects in two phases; 

Having determined that Phase One will include those activities described in the October 
5, 1992, Agreement and known as the Shuttle-Mir Program, including the exchange of 
the Russian Mir-1 crew and crew member participation in joint mission science, as well 
as additional astronaut flights, Space Shuttle dockings with Mir-1, and other activities; 

Having further determined that Phase Two of the enhanced cooperative program will 
involve use of a Russian Mir module of the next generation mated with a U.S. laboratory 
module operated on a human-tended basis in conjunction with the Space Shuttle, 
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operating in a 51.6 degree orbit which is accessible by both U.S. and Russian resources, 
to perform precursor activities for future space station-related activities of each Party, 
with launch to occur in 1997; and 

Intending that activities in Phase Two would be effected through subsequent specific 
agreement(s) between the Parties. 

Have agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE I 
DESCRIPTION OF ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. This Protocol forms an integral part of the October 5, 1992 Agreement. 

2. An additional Russian cosmonaut flight on the Space Shuttle will take place in 1995. 
The back-up cosmonaut currently in training at NASA’s Johnson Space Center will be 
the primary cosmonaut for that flight, with the STS-60 primary cosmonaut acting as 
back-up. During this mission, the Shuttle will perform a rendezvous with the Mir-1 Space 
Station and will approach to a safe distance, as determined by the Flight Operations and 
Systems Integration Joint Working Group established pursuant to the October 5, 1992 
Agreement. 

3. The Space Shuttle will rendezvous and dock with Mir-1 in October-November 1995, 
and, if necessary, the crew will include Russian cosmonauts. Mir-1 equipment, including 
power supply and life support system elements, will also be carried. The crew will return 
on the same Space Shuttle mission. This mission will include activities on Mir-1 and 
possible extravehicular activities to upgrade solar arrays. The extravehicular activities 
may involve astronauts of other international partners of the Parties. 

4. NASA-designated astronauts will fly on the Mir-1 space station for an additional 21 
months for a Phase One total of two years. This will include at least four astronaut flights. 
Additional flights will be by mutual agreement. 

5. The Space Shuttle will dock with Mir-1 up to ten times. The Shuttle flights will be 
used for crew exchange, technological experiments, logistics or sample return. Some of 
those flights will be dedicated to resources and equipment necessary for life extension of 
Mir-1. For schedule adjustments of less than two weeks, both sides agree to attempt to 
accommodate such adjustments without impacting the overall schedule of flights. 



Version date: International Outer Space Law, Volume 2, Part 5 
11/7/2014 10:33:00 AM OPS-Alaska 
 
 

 2-5-47

Schedule adjustments of greater than two weeks will be resolved on a case-by-case basis 
through consultations between NASA and RSA. 

6. A specific program of technological and scientific research, including utilization of the 
Mir-1 Spekter and Priroda modules, equipped with U.S. experiments, to undertake a 
wide-scale research program, will be developed by the Mission Science Joint Working 
Group established pursuant to the October 5, 1992 Agreement. The activities carried out 
in this program will expand ongoing research in biotechnology, materials sciences, 
biomedical sciences, Earth observations and technology. 

7. Technology and engineering demonstrations applicable to future space station 
activities will be defined. Potential areas include but are not limited to: automated 
rendezvous and docking, electrical power systems, life support, command and control, 
microgravity isolation system, and data management and collection. Joint crew 
operations will be examined as well. 

8. The Parties consider it reasonable to initiate in 1993 the joint development of a solar 
dynamic power system with a test flight on the Space Shuttle and Mir in 1996, the joint 
development of spacecraft environmental control and life support systems, and the joint 
development of a common space suit. 

9. The Parties will initiate a joint crew medical support program for the benefit of both 
sides’ crew members, including the development of common standards, requirements, 
procedures, databases, and countermeasures. Supporting ground systems may also be 
jointly operated, including telemedicine links and other activities. 

10. The Space Shuttle will support the above activities, including launch and return 
transportation of hardware, material, and crew members. The Shuttle may also support 
extravehicular and other space activities. 

11. Consistent with U.S. law, and subject to the availability of appropriated funds, NASA 
will provide both compensation to the RSA for services to be provided during Phase One 
in the amount of US $100 million in FY 1994, and additional funding of US $300 million 
for compensation of Phase One and for mutually-agreed upon Phase Two activities will 
be provided through 1997. This funding will take place through subsequent NASA-RSA 
and/or through industry-to-industry arrangements. Reimbursable activities covered by the 
above arrangements and described in paragraphs 3-8 will proceed after these 
arrangements are in place and after this Protocol enter into force in accordance with 
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Article III. Specific Phase One activities, schedules and financial plans will be included 
in separate documents. 

12. Implementation decisions on each part of this program will be based on the cost of 
each part of the program, relative benefits to each Party, and relationship to future space 
station activities of the Parties. 

13. The additional activities will not interfere with or otherwise affect any existing, 
independent obligations either Party may have to other international partners. 

ARTICLE II 
JOINT IMPLEMENTATION TEAMS 

The coordination and implementation of the activities described herein will be conducted 
through the Joint Working Groups established pursuant to the October 5, 1992 
Agreement or such other joint bodies as may be established by mutual agreement. 

ARTICLE III 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 

This Protocol will enter into force upon an exchange of diplomatic notes between the 
Governments of the United States of America and the Russian Federation confirming 
acceptance of its terms and that all necessary legal requirements for entry into force have 
been fulfilled. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized by their respective 
Governments, have signed this Protocol. 

DONE at Moscow, in duplicate, this sixteenth day of December, 1993, in the English and 
Russian languages, both texts being equally authentic. 

 


